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 Blues Room Cajun Room Gospel Room Jazz Room Zydeco Room 

 
8:30 a.m.- 
9:20 a.m. 

 
Dyslexia in the Schools-What 

You Need to Know… 
Stephanie Cork and Esther 

Moreau - VENDOR  
 

 
What’s New to Special Education Law 

Dr. Nathan Roberts 
Invited Speaker 

 
Louisiana Assistive Technology 

Initiative (LATI)   “Assistive 
Technology Showcase and Hands-On 
Mini-presentation and Walkthrough.”  

 
Build Your Students’ Vocabulary: 

Which words do I teach and how do I 
teach them? 

Mia McDaniel 

 
Visual Phonics Strategy: “Sound, Not the 

Alphabet, is the Root of Language 
Pamela  Hughes  
and Sandra Keith 

 
9:30 a.m.- 
10:20 a.m. 

Specific Learning Disabilities: 
Using Patterns of Strengths and 
Weaknesses to Plan Instruction 
Dr. Emily Rutherford and Dr. 

Edward Schultz 

 
Instructional 

Technologies for 
Exceptional 

Learners  
            Shonda Garner Brooks and       
                   Dr. Tarrah Davis 
 

 
Louisiana Assistive Technology 

Initiative (LATI)   “Assistive 
Technology Showcase and Hands-On 
Mini-presentation and Walkthrough.” 

 
Have it Your Way: Choosing 

Differentiation 
Dr. Susan Zimlich 

 
Learning Disability or Literacy Deficit 

Melissa Garner and Davie Kiyvyra  
 

VENDOR 

 
10:30 a.m.- 
11:20 a.m. 

 

Poster Showcase - Karaoke and Its   
Effects on Reading Comprehension 
Connie Ginnings & Dr. Emily 
Rutherford 

 
 

The Effects of Multiculture 
Literature on Students of Color -
Jasmine Jowers 
 

  Advancing Diversity, Ensuring 
Selectivity, and Elevating Racial 
Versatility within the Education 
System – Milen Matthews 

 
 

Lions Connected …The College 
Experience 

Dr. Gerlinde Beckers and Mrs. 
Reneisha Singleton 

 
 
 
 

 
Louisiana Assistive Technology 

Initiative (LATI)   “Assistive 
Technology Showcase and Hands-On 
Mini-presentation and Walkthrough.” 

 
Fostering Educational Opportunities in 

the Community for Individuals with 
ASD: Sensory Friendly Visits to 

Vermillionville. 
 

Dr. Hunter Beasley and Melanie 
Harrington 

 
 

Collaboration and Project Based Learning 
for Your Inclusive Classroom 

 
Patrick Wadsworth, Jr. 

Invited Speaker 

   
  11:30 am –    
  12:50 pm  

 

Lunch and Keynote 
Speaker 

Jeff Arseneaux – 
Motivational Speaker 

  
 

  

 
1:00 p.m.- 
1:50 p.m. 

 
Every Day Number Parley 

 
Corissa Guidry and  
Catherine Melancon 

 
Team Building in an Inclusive 

STEM Academy 
 

Patrick Wadsworth, Jr. 
Invited Speaker 

 
Louisiana Assistive Technology 

Initiative (LATI)“Assistive 
Technology Showcase and Hands-On 
Mini-presentation and Walkthrough.” 

 

 

Developing Positive Racial Attitudes 
Using Children’s Literature in the 

Classroom or at Home  
 Dr. Aeve Abington- Pitre and Dr. 

Toby Daspit 

 
Art in the Special Education 

Classroom 
Kayla Powell and Deborah Barlow  

 
2:00:p.m.- 
2:50 p.m. 

 
Running a Successful 
Work Rotation in an 
Autism Classroom 

 
Sarah Dubois Lemaire   

 

 
TeachTown: A Proven Solution for 

Students with Autism, 
Developmental and Intellectual 

Disabilities 
Missy Tatum -VENDOR 

 
Louisiana Assistive Technology 

Initiative (LATI)“Assistive 
Technology Showcase and Hands-On 
Mini-presentation and Walkthrough.” 

 

 
UDL Strategies to Design Learning 

for ALL Students 
Justin Sims 

 
The Shared Responsibility of 

Advocacy- Our Family’s Experience 
Lillian and Nicole Dejean 

 
*Vendors and Non-Profit Organizations along with Mini-Grants will be in the walkway throughout the day.
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Blues Room Cajun Room Gospel Room Jazz Room Zydeco Room 

 
8:30 a.m.- 
9:20 a.m. 

 
CPI 

Carleen Doucet  
LPSS Crisis Prevention 

 

 
Ask your Special Education 

Administrator – Open Forum 
Leslie Ortiz, Bonnie Buckelew,  

Barbara McGuffee, Larry Gage, and  
David Strauss  

 

 
Louisiana Assistive Technology 

Initiative (LATI)   “Assistive 
Technology Showcase and Hands-On 
Mini-presentation and Walkthrough.”  

 
One Team, One Mission:  
Going Google Together 

Emile Montegut and Wiley Brazier 

 
Proactive Bullying Prevention 
Through SEL and Literacy 

 
DeeDee Holmes 

VENDOR 

 
9:30 a.m.- 
10:20 a.m. 

 
So What Do I do Now? Establish and 

Implement a Process to Intensify 
Interventions for Students with 

Persistent Academic Needs 
Pamela Hughes and Emily Lambert 

 

 
UL at Lafayette LIFE -Learning is 

for Everybody 
Caroline Jurisich, LIFE Students, 

and Dr. Donna Wadsworth 

 
Louisiana Assistive Technology 

Initiative (LATI)   “Assistive 
Technology Showcase and Hands-On 
Mini-presentation and Walkthrough.”  

 
Running a Successful 

Work Rotation in 
Autism Classroom 

 
Sarah Dubois Lemaire   

 

 
Teaching and Learning with Google 

Tools 
Stephanie Thompson and Mandy Poche 

 
10:30 
a.m.- 

11:20 a.m. 

 
Behavior Reduction and Social 

Emotional Learning (SEL) 
ReTHINK 

Andrea Tate 
 

VENDOR 

 
Say NO to Burnout:  Self-
care Strategies for Special 
Education Professionals 
Dr. Maria Isolina Ruiz 

and  
Dr. Natalie Keefer  

 
Louisiana Assistive Technology 

Initiative (LATI)   “Assistive 
Technology Showcase and Hands-On 
Mini-presentation and Walkthrough.”  

Creating Independence and 
Differentiation through Technology 

Jessica Montgomery 
 

 
Accessible Math is Yours …Just Say the 

Word! 
Shelly Justice  

VENDOR  
 

 
11:30 
a.m.-

12::50 
p.m. 

 
Lunch and Keynote 

Speaker 
Sonya King, Comedian 

& Advocate 

   
 

 

 
1:00 p.m.- 
1:50 p.m. 

 
Lost in Translation 

Family Experiences and Autism 
Sonya King 

 

 
Leadership and Support for 

Education of Exceptional Learners 
Dr. Chris Briggs, Dr. 

Dianne Olivier, and Dr. 
Donna Wadsworth 

 
Louisiana Assistive Technology 

Initiative (LATI)   “Assistive 
Technology Showcase and Hands-On 
Mini-presentation and Walkthrough.” 

 
“I thought school desegregation 
happened in 1954?”: Why race 
in Louisiana public schools still 
matters. 

Dr. Valin Jordan 
 

 
Kurzweill 3000: Anytime, Anywhere 

Literacy Technology 
Missy Tatum 
  VENDOR 

 

 
2:00 pm –                                 
2:50 pm 

 
What is Multisensory Structured 

Language? 
Stephanie Cork and Esther Moreau 

VENDOR 

 
Engaging Digital Natives in 
Collaborative Classrooms. 

Bobby Hartzog 
VENDOR - 

DETEL 

 
Louisiana Assistive Technology 

Initiative (LATI)“Assistive 
Technology Showcase and Hands-On 
Mini-presentation and Walkthrough.” 

 

 
Bring on the Sunshine! Shining 

Light on ASD and Essential 
Supports 

Chris Champagne and Melinda 
Luna with LASARD 

 

 

 
 
 

*Vendors and Non-Profit Organizations along with Mini-Grants will be in the walkway throughout the day. 


